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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 12/27/06 . 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3.7.9-11 .1 5.17.19 and 20 (renumber as 1-11) . 

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is response to amendment filed 12/27/06. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/17/06. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 -3, 7, 9-1 1 , 1 5, 1 7, 1 9 and 20 are allowed in light of the applicant 
arguments and in light of the prior art made of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record failed 
to disclose: make obvious, or otherwise suggest: An image retrieval apparatus implemented in 
a computer system for retrieving a desired image from a plurality of stored images, comprising: 
acquisition means for generating plurality of image feature sets by multiplying an image 
feature included in an image feature set stored in said storage means, by a constant and 
acquiring plurality of image feature sets regarding one image by varying the constant as 
recited in claims 1, 9, 17, 19 and 20. 

The dependent claims 2,3,7,10,11,15, being further limiting to the 
independent claims 1 and 9 definite and fully enable by the specification are also 
allowed. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cindy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4025. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gaffin Jeffrey can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300-7239 for 
regular communications and (571 ) 273-8300-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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